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A Christmas Introit and Benediction offers two easy-to-prepare-and-present 

pieces for Christmas worship services.  The introit is a spirited setting of the beloved 

carol “Joy to the World” which evokes a light classical feel.  Keep the articulation 

crisp and clean.  Consider using congregation with choir on this one.  The 

benediction, Christina Rosetti’s classic text “Love Came Down at Christmas” offers 

a nice contrast to the introit.  Sing the opening a cappella or accompanied.  Pay 

careful attention to the dynamic contrasts to shape the phrases and color the text all 

the more.

John Purifoy John Purifoy is an ASCAP composer and arranger with various 

published choral anthems, cantatas and keyboard collections and works recorded by 

Carol Lawrence, Anita Kerr, the Chicago Master Chorale and other artists.  His work 

for chorus and orchestra, We Hold These Truths, narrated by Alex Haley won the 

1987 Freedoms Foundation Award for musical programs.  He is the composer and 

lyricist of the stage musical, Lambarene, which received a workshop production at 

the state theatre of New Jersey in 1991. 
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 Music by

GEORGE FREDERICK HANDEL (1685–1759)

Arranged by 

JOHN PURIFOY (ASCAP)

Introit

JOY TO THE WORLD!
for S.A.T.B. voices, accompanied*

* To purchase a full-length performance recording (42890) of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads.

JOY TO THE WORLD (from Carols, Communion and Candlelight) By JOHN PURIFOY

© 1995 NEW SPRING PUBLISHING, INC.

All Rights Administered at CapitolCMGPublishing.com

This Arrangement © 2014 NEW SPRING PUBLISHING, INC.

All Rights Reserved.        Used by Permission. 

Words by

ISAAC WATTS (1674–1748)

THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
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Traditional Irish Melody

Arranged by 

JOHN PURIFOY (ASCAP)

Benediction

LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS
for S.A.T.B. voices, accompanied

LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS (from Carols, Communion and Candlelight) By JOHN PURIFOY

© 1995 NEW SPRING PUBLISHING, INC.

All Rights Administered at CapitolCMGPublishing.com

This Arrangement © 2014 NEW SPRING PUBLISHING, INC.

All Rights Reserved.        Used by Permission. 

Words by

CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI (1830–1894)

THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
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