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When  Love  Speaks  the  Word is  a  lovely  setting  of  a  gorgeous  text  by  Mary  Kay  Beall.   This 
anthem is especially appropriate for use during the Advent season.   The opening section should be 
presented  with  a  sense  of  mystery  and  great  wonder,  perhaps  with  a  hint  of rubato.  As  the  music 
moves into the primary sections of the piece, the sense of intensity should increase accordingly.  Pay 
special attention to the pacing of the final few measures.  It will be noticed that the choir concludes 
the  text  on  a  dominant  sonority,  and  leaves  the  accompaniment  to  bring  the  music  to  a  quiet 
conclusion.  The intention is to signify to the listener a sense of incompleteness that will finally be 
fulfilled when “Love Speaks the Word.”   

Brad Nix currently serves as Associate Professor of Music at Sterling College, in Sterling, Kansas.  
His  responsibilities  include  teaching  music  theory,  composition,  orchestration,  applied  piano,  and 
group piano.  Brad received his  Doctor of  Musical  Arts  degree from the University of  Colorado at 
Boulder.  As  a  widely  recognized  composer  and  arranger,  he  has  written  for  many  of  the  nation’s 
major publishing companies and has dozens of pieces in print.  He frequently travels throughout the 
country as a clinician for reading sessions and conferences. 
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Music by 
BRAD NIX (ASCAP)

WHEN LOVE SPEAKS THE WORD
for S.A.T.B. voices, accompanied*

* To purchase a full-length performance recording (42921) of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads.
© 2014 ALFRED MUSIC 

All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.

Words by  
MARY KAY BEALL (ASCAP)

THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
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